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The Value of Sigma Zeta

As seen through the eyes of—

THE COLLEGE PRESIDENT

THE FACULTY

THE STUDENTS

DR. W. W. PARKER

President, State College,
Cape Girardeau, Mo.

Sigma Zeta, the Eta Chapter of which is
operative at the Southeast Missouri State
Teachers College, provides, it seems to me
a needed opportunity for persons of like in-
terest to be associated in a profitable man-
ner. An honorary society of the type of
Sigma Zeta doesn’t have to have a brass band
and stage a lot of rah, rah stuff to be of
worth to institutions and to individuals. Our
institution is glad to have a chapter of your
society on the campus and will foster its in-
terests in any reasonabie way.

I wish to congratulate you as Grand Editor
of the “Sigma Zetan” upon the manner in
which you are carrying on your work. May I
express the hope that additional chapters of
the society may be installed soon. A few

more chapters would, I believe, add interest.

to the work of your national organization.
Sigma Zeta is like every other organization:
individuals and chapters profit to a degree
commensurate with the effort expended on it.

DR. WALTER G. CIIPPINGER,

President, Otterbein College
Westerville, Ohio

Departmental organizations have been an
important factor in the advancement of schol-
arship on the part of individual students and
also in stimulating interests in departmental
activities, as well as making a fine contribu-
tion toward the broadening of student’s in-
terests through the discussion of topics often
only remotely related to the student’s maior
activities. Such organizations, when they
take on the national character, become even
potent stimuli; hence, Sigma Zeta,
being of this character and carrying with it
honors which normally belong to such an
organization., wields a fine influence within
the student body.

PROF. E. E. LIST
Shurtleff College
Dept. Biology and Geology
Alton, Illinois

In the fall of 1924, three members of the
faculty of Shurtleff College met to revive
an old Science Club that had ceased to
function. At that meeting the idea of organ-
izing a science society was conceived. A few
days later another meeting was held with
representative science students of the col-
lege and that was the beginning of Sigma
Zeta.

The next year the first conclave was held
in the old chemical laboratory at Shurtleff

with students from Shurtleff and McKen-
dree representing the Alpha and Beta chap-
ters of the society. ‘

Since then other schools have become in-
terested and additional chapters have been
formed. This year, 1935, the conclave will
again be held at Shurtleff College in co-opera-
tion with McKendree College.

It is fitting to have McKendree join with
Shurtleff in this meeting since the Beta and
Alpha Chapters represented Sigma Zeta at
the first conclave ten years ago. So we wel-
come that society back to the place of its
beginning 2and hope that the next ten years
will see even greater and more substantial
expansion.

At Shurtleff we have enjoyed Sigma Zeta
very much. It is true that we have had our
“ups and downs” and the society has never
been large, but many of the members have
heen considerably stimulated. Out of the
membership of the past years many have
become active in industry. teaching and
business administration. Many have gone
into graduate study and a few have made
remarkable records.

We are sure that the organization has been
valuable to the college and especially to the
science department.

The members of Sigma Zeta Science So-
ciety do not confine themselves to serious ac-
tivities altogether but at frequent intervals
they repair to the woods and fields for re-
laxation and entertainment.

CLARENCE H. WALTON
McKendree College
Lebanon, Illinois

Probably no two students would entirely
agree on what constitutes the chief value of
Sigma Zeta, but I think all would agree that
the value should be measured by the most
permanently beneficial results. This general
evaluation, it seems to me, is not consistent
with the present attitude of some of our
members. It is safe to say that almost with-
out exception, the first thought entering the
mind of a prospective Sigma Zetan is that
of the honor or prestige involved. Sigma
Zeta does occupy a unique position with re-
gards to the recognition of outstanding work
by undergraduate science students, and the
importance of this aspect of its value should
not be minimized. In fact, one of our goals
should be to constantly increase the prestige
and extent of recognition of Sigma Zeta.

However, I wonder if the real value lies
in the bare fact of the recognition thus se-
cured, or the realization of definite achieve-
ment and the ambition that should follow
the feeling of pride in the attainment of the
honor? Every Sigma Zetan should feel that
in him or her are certain talents and poten-




8 THE SIGMA ZETAN

tialities, of which election to Sigma Zeta is
mute testimony. And :in the opportunity af-
forded by Sigma Zeta to develop these talents
or at least to crystalize in our minds the facts
of their existence and their potential worth,
lies one of its greatest values.

The specific means to be employed toward
this end are of course many and varied, with
differences of opinion existing as to the most
valuable activities. Student programs, stu-
dent papers and projects, and general dis-
cussions or forums on related branches of
science, are extremely valuable. One of the
effects that should be incidental to a valuable
program of activities is the broadening of
one’s viewpoint with regard to science in
general. Specialization as practiced in our
colleges today, when a four-year course in
any science is only a fair start or at best a
good introduction and survey of the field,
can produce unfortunate results unless steps
are taken.to broaden the students’ general
scientific outlook as well as knowledge. The
frequent attitude of undergraduate students
that their particular specialty, or even sci-
ence in general, is self-sufficient, regardless
of other fields of science, or the arts, can be
largely dispelled by an efficient program such
as Sigma Zeta might sponsor.

The pleasure derived from affiliation with
the society includes the fellowship of com-
rades in science with more or less common
interests in particular phases of scientific
work not completely covered by the regular
curriculum. The meetings provide means of
social intercourse among a group often more
or less excluded from social organizations of
a less serious nature. The fellowship of
student and professor promoted by Sigma
Zeta activities is a valuable aid to a truly
liberal education.

Many more specific values of Sigma Zeta
could be enumerated, but in my opinion the
most valuable of all is the spirit of sincere
achievement and ambition to search vyet
further for the elusive Truth. And, with
apologies for a bit of didacticism, I would
like to conclude these somewhat rambling
remarks with the venture that if more of
us seriously considered what Sigma Zeta
should mean to us, and what it often does
mean, we should see increased progress to-
ward making our society still more worthy
of the name, “Sigma Zeta, National Hon-
orary Science Society.”

MELVIN WAGNER

Elizabethtown College
Elizabethtown, Penn.

I have been a member of the Sigma Zeta
for the past three years. During these years
the value of the society has meant much to
me. Often we go about our work not think-
ing of the relation of things as they are
true to life but only as an existing thing.

In my estimation, to enumerate the values
of the society would be a difficult task. The
outstanding value is the relationship between
the human world and nature itself by the

society. The relation of how the insects
carry on their work in regarding the beauti-
ful flowers of the seasons. How they haunt
the honeysuckle in the spring, suck the
nectar from the bosom of the flower and
manufacture the honey with its sweetness.
How the hornet builds its home by the busy
hours of the day, etc. Even though the so-
ciety has not been able to estahlish such re-
ports that have heen made known by other
outstanding societies, may the Sigma Zeta
within the near tfuture develop and carry on
the great work of observing and understand-
ing nature in its realm of humanity.

It is through the society that I am taking
an interest in the work or project that is
sponsored hy the club. In carrying on a bird-
banding project, it has developed such an
interest and desire that I have kept the traps
open the entire season regardless of the
weather., How one’s heart throbs with joy
on a spring day to find a catch of 10 or 12
birds, some that have returned from the
previous year or two; some of a new species.
Again when the postman delivers a card from
the Department of Agriculture stating that
one of our birds was caught in North Caro-
lina. This comes through the society.

Many subjects are discussed that call one’s
attention to facts that were not made clear
before and by a little discussion on the ques-
tion may bring forth the desire for new
thoughts to bring about new projects.

May the small societies get together and
work out projects that will mean a high de-
gree of sincerity and friendshin. May we all
take an active part in the welfare of social
relations to the scientific realm to he very
efficient to our Sigma Zeta.

EFARL DAVID HOEFFLER

Central State College
Stevens Point, Wisconsin

The value of any organization is depend-
ent largely upon the cooperation and the in-
terest of its members. Sigma Zeta may, in all
fairness, claim both cooperation and inter-
est. The aim of the organization is to encour-
age high scholarship in scientific studies, and
to develop an appreciation of the depths of
scientific knowledge. To those who are not
members, it is a goal towards which to strive.
To those who are members, it is. a standard
to uphold. As a standard, the society en-
riches the life of a student member in sev-
eral ways, each of which serves a definite
purpose in school life.

In the first place, Sigma Zeta provides for
an exchange of ideas. Students of science
and mathematics have an opportunity to
broaden their knowledge, not only in their
own field of development, but in all other
sciences. Each can contribute the best in
his special branch of study.

In the second place, Sigma Zeta embraces
a certain comradeship among its members.
This would seem natural when a congenial
group, with similar interests are joined into
one society. In the busy life of a college
student, comradeship always involves a sense
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of satisfaction and of well-being, and at times
of distress is a source of comfort. There can
be no more sacred treasure in any person’s
treasure chest.

Furthermore, Sigma Zeta is a source of
definite social life, which is often, in a stu-
dent’s existence as the sun after a week of
fog. 'The organization in this school spon-
sors several purely social events during the
year, including a banquet, several dances, a
series of lectures, and moving pictures. Each
of these has an important value in rounding
out a student’s education, or more expressly,
his ‘“‘preparation for life.”

And now, it would be worth-while to con-
sider Sigma Zeta’s value to those of us who
are soon to enter a business or profession.
Since ours is a teachers college, the students
are anxious to build up the most desirable
record possible. For a teacher to be able to
say that he is a member of Sigma Zeta, is
often considered a guarantee of his industry
and ambition. Much the same situation ex-
ists in other fields of work. Certainly a mem-
ber of Sigma Zeta has, by his membership,
attained a certain enviable standing among
those who are acquainted with the organi-
zation.

As has already become apparent, the sum-
mary of such an intangible subject as “value”’,
is unlikely to be complete or inclusive. In
my mind, there are certain definite values
derived from Sigma Zeta. I have classified
them roughly as intellectual, fraternai, so-
cial, and professional. These are only the
mountains, and there remain many hillg
sometimes obscured, but always adding to
the majesty of their larger brothers.

HUGH SARGENT

Shurtleff College
Alton, Il

Sigma Zeta, it seems to me, should be
primarily an honor society to recognize
achievement in the science of methemathic
courses of a college. Membership in the so-
ciety should carry with it a certain distinction
As an honorary society it should give incen-
tive to students of science to accomplish
something worth-while in this field by carry-
ing on a profitable program.

Secondarily, I feel that Sigma Zeta might
be a service to the college by giving the
whole campus an insight into scientific prog-
ress through lectures, movies, slides and
demonstrations of a nature not too technical.

Sigma Zeta can do a great deal of pro-
motional work for the college by keeping its
activities before the community and inviting
the community to their ‘“‘open meetings.”

Sigma Zeta should be a society in which
the students and faculty members meet on a
common ground and for a common purpose
—a desire to extend the frontiers of science
beyond their present limits.

And finally, because of the very nature of
the organization and its national scope, Sigma
Zeta should promote stronger bands of fel-

lowship between the colleges where its sev-
eral chapters are located.

For all of these reasons, Sigma Zeta should
be a vital organization in the school.

RHODE ISLAND STATE COLLEGE
Kingston, R. I.

March 26, 1935.
Grand Editor,
Sigma Zeta Science Society:

In accordance with the suggestion con-
tained in your recent communication, I am
very happy indeed on the tenth anniversary
of the founding of the society, to comment
briefly upon its development and growth dur-
ing the past decade.

The organization was founded to meet a
need which then existed and still continues.
Had it not been true I am certain there would
not have been the steady expansion that has
taken place during that time. Had it not
been for the excellent cooperative effort on
the part of the students and faculty of Shurt-
leff College it is doubtful if the society could
have continued. The subsequent cooperation
that has existed between the various chapters
has served well as a firm foundation upon
which the structure of Sigma Zeta has been
built.

One marvels at the fact that, despite the
inroads which the depressing period since
1929 has made upon the membership of every
organized group, Sigma Zeta is forging ahead.
According to latest reports none of the chap-
ters is inactive, but moreover each bids fair
to find the year 1935 the most successful yet
enjoyed.

Ten years is not a very long time in the
life of such a group as Sigma Zeta and pos-
sibly it may be that the ‘‘first ten years are
the hardest,” but for one, I feel that much
has been accomplished of which every mem-
ber of the society may feel justly proud. I
have no doubt in my mind that the passage of
another decade will see the installation of
many more chapters and a far greater ex-
pansion of the influence of the organization.

I cannot but wonder if it might not be
worth-while to consider the possibility of hav-
ing a history of Sigma Zeta published in the
not too distant future. True enough, the
organization isn’t very old, but I feel quite
certain that many interesting stories and
items of personal interest might be gotten
together in a booklet for which every mem-
ber of the society would be willing to pay a
nominal sum. Perhaps such plans are al-
ready under way and if so they have my
heartiest support. Even though I am now
located up here in New England, I shall be
only too glad to aid in any way possible the
furtherance of such a project.

With every good wish for the continued
success of Sigma Zeta Society and the as-
surance that many good things lie in store
for the organization in the future, I am,

Fraternally,
R. K. Carleton.
Division of Inorganic Chemistry.
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OF SIGMA ZETA

EARLY HISTORY

LOOMIS HALL

The organization was founded October,
1925 in Loomis Hall, Chemistry building of
Shurtleff College, Alton, Illinois with the fol-
lowing as Charter members:

Prof. E. E. List, Prof. R. K. Carlton, Prof.
E. J. Powell, Homer Duffey, Frank White,
Evelyn Dixon, A. 8. Scott, Helen Dawson,
Mary Walton Smith, Marjorie Fish White,
Harry Welch, Lester Meyer, and Alice Scorell.

The first officers were: President—Homer
R. Duffey, Vice-President—Frank §. White,
Secretary-Treasurer—HEvelyn Dixon. At the
beginning of the second semester, the follow-
ing served as officers: President—Helen Daw-
son, Vice-President—Harry Welch, Secre-
tary-Treasurer—Margerie Fish.

The first annual banquet of the society was
held at the Stratford Hotel, Alton, Illinois,
June, 1926, with Dr. H. L. Davis, a Shurtleff
Alumnus, as the principal speaker. It was at
this banquet that the Beta Chapter was grant-
ed McKendree College. Since that time the
titles Grand Master Scientist, etc., have been
used. The first Grand Master Scientist being
Lester Meyer, a senior at Shurtleff.

In 1927 the Conclave was again held at
Shurtleff College. At this conclave the Gamma
Chapter was granted the Medical College of
Virginia and the Delta Chapter, State Col-
lege, Kirksville, Missouri.

According to Professor Cariton, no con-
clave was held in 1928.

In 1929 the Conclave was held at State
College, Kirksville, Mo. At the national meet-
ing the following chapters were granted:
Epsilon, Otterbein College, Westerville, O,
Zeta, State College, Stevens Point, Wisconsin,
and the Eta Chapter, State College, Cape Gir-
ardeau, Missouri. The following were elected
as national officers: Master Scientists—Prof.
Willis J. Bray. (Delta), Vice Grand Master
Scientist—Prof. . W. E. Schear (Epsilon.)
Grand Recorder Treasurer—Prof. R. K.
Carlton, (Alpha), Grand Editor—Prof. E. E.

List and Prof. R. K. Carleton (Alpha),
Grand Historian—Prof. S. M. McClure,
(Beta.)

Otterbein College was host to the 1930 con-
clave. The following officers were elected: G.

M. S.—Prof. E. W. E. Schear (Epsilon), V.
G. M. S.—Prof. F. W. Shaw (Gamma), G. R.
T.—Prof. R. K. Carleton, (Alpha), G. E.—H.
R. Duffey (Alpha), G. H—Prof. 8. M. Mec-
Clure (Beta).

The 1931 Conclave was held at Central
College, Stevens Point, Wisconsin. The fol-
lowing being elected as officers: G. M. S.—
Prof. T. A. Rogers, (Zeta), V. G. M, S.—Dr.
H. W. Olson (Eta), G. R. T.—Prof. R. K.
Carleton (Alpha), G. E.—Prof, F. A. Hana-
walt (Epsilon), G. H—Prof. S. M. McClure
(Beta).

The Eta Chapter, Cape Girardeau, Miszouri
was host to the 1932 Conclave. Those being
elected as Grand officers at that meeting
were: G. M. 8.—Dr. H. W. Olson, (Eta) V. G.
M. S.—Prof. E. E. List (Alpha), G. R. T.—
Prof. T. A. Rogers (Zeta), (. E.—Marvin C.
Meyer (Eta) and ¢G. H—Prof. S. M. McClure
(Beta). At this Conclave the Theta Chapter
was granted Elizabethtown College, Eliza-
bethtown, Pennsylvania.

No conclave was held in 1933. The 1934
Conclave was held at Otterbein College, Wes-
terville, Ohio. At the business meeting of this
conclave it was decided to retain the present
officers—those elected in 1932.—Grand
Editor.

WITH SIGMA ZETA ALUMNAE

Jane Wright—Zeta—1is a graduate student
University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin.

R. P. McFarlane—Alpha—Chemist, 1129
Long Avenue, Alton, Illinois.

Margaret Allard—Eta—Nurse at St. Lukes
Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri.

D. T. Butterbough—Theta-—Physician,
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania.

Elza Cralley '28 (Ph. D Wisconsin)—Beta
—instructor in plant pathology at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Fayetteville.

Mary Van Hecke—Zeta-—a dietician, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin.

Evelyn Dixon — Alpha — Bacteriologist,
Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri.

Harry Cole—Eta — Chemist, Marquette
Cement Company, Cape Girardeau, Missouri.

Kenneth Senior—Theta—Proffessor of Os-
teopathy, Steelton, Peunsylvania.

Vernal Hardy 28 (Ph. D. Illinois)—Beta
—employee of the du Pont in New Jersey.
Mrs. Hardy will be remembered as Zella Mal-
androne, '29 (Ph. D. Illinois).

Allen McVey —— Zeta — Superintendent of
Forestry Camp, Withee, Wisconsin.

Helen Dawson—Alpha—Anatomy teacher,
Iowa University, Iowa City, Iowa.

Bruce Bissell-—Eta—Cadet, United States
Military Academy, West Point, New York.

Ray Kurtz—Theta—DProfessor of Chemis-
try.

Charles S. Sharp, '32 and Clyde Berry, ’33
—Beta—are doing graduate work at the Uni-
versity of Illionis, Urbana, Illinois,

Donald Vlood and Robert Krembs—Zeta—
employees of Hardware Mutual Insurance
Company, Stevens Point, Wisconsin.

Homer Duffey — Alpha — Chemiecal En-
gineer, Wilmington, Delaware,
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Margaret Lamb—Eta—Technician, Chica-
go, Illinois.

Vere Bishop—Theta—Professor of Chem-
istry.

William Lory ’32—Beta—and Louis Fort-
ner, ’34—Beta—are all employees of the
Aluminum Ore Company plant in East St.
Louis, Illinois.

Frank White — Alpha — Physician, New
York City, New York.

W. A. Owenby—Eta—Graduate Student,
University of Missouri.

Evvott Scott—Alpha,  Physician,
Mo.

Harold M. Reisenbichler—Eta—Commer-
cial Artist, Sandusky, Ohio.

Harry Nilch—Alpha—Petroleum Engineer,
Alton, Illinois.

Raymond Sheets —Eta— Superintendent,
Schools, Patterson, Missouri.

Pacific,

Elbert Ruhle — Alpha -— Bacteriologist,
Peoria, Illinois.
Fred Lewellen — KEta — Superintendent,

Schools, Anniston, Missouri.

Raymond Largent—Alpha—Y., M. C. A,
Alton, Illinois.

Charles Hunze — Eta—Student, Missouri
School of Mines, Rolla, Missouri.

Eloise Sevoiw—Alpha—Graduate student
of Illinois University, Urbana, Illinois.

Virginia Noble—Alpha—Graduate student

»f Illinois University, Urbana, Illinois.
Oscar Wild ’34—Beta—Graduate of School
of Commerce at Washington University, St.
Louis, Missouri.
Edwin Meyer '34—Beta—Employee of the
Aluminum Ore Company Plant,
Louis, Illinois.

East St.

—GRAND EDITOR
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Your Sigma Zeta key, as made by the Col-
legee Shop, is a product of the jewelers’ art
that delights the most exaecting inspector.
Due to the marked professional value of
the key, may we ask that members identify
themselves when ordering keys in order
that we may help vou prevent its unauthor-

ized use.
Large Key .................... $6.90
SmallKey ..................... $6.35

Add fifty cents for pin and safety cateh, if desired
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