




Proceedings of the 
"'ational Convention 

Several members were presented the Sii,'TIla Zeta 
Honor Award key. These were: 

Jasoll Ahee - Alpha Psi 
Jennifer Boss - PI 
Timothy R. Coblentz - Alpha Gamma 
Marcus Johansen - Beta Iota 
Daniel Scott Sharp - Beta Lambda 
Jean Shockley - Alpha Chi 

Retiring National EdItor Ted Platt was presented 
special recoi,'Tlition and a gift as mementos of the splendid 
work he perfonned for Sigma Zeta over the past several 
years. Dr. Harold Wilkinson of Pi chapter made the pres­
entation 

Dr Sam To" nsend 
banquet speaker 

Harold Wilkinson presents retinng I\ational 
Editor Ted Platt (I) with a special gift in 
honor of his years of service 

March 19, 1994 

Student paper presentations occupied the first few hours of the morning. 

Business Meeting 

The general business meeting was called to order by Past President Sheldon at 
1057 am. 

Special thanks were extended to host Professor Ted Platt and the members of Al­
pha Psi chapter who made the meeting so valuable to everyone in attendance. 

Dr. Sheldon thanked all those who presented papers and announced that abstracts 
be given to Editor Moffitt for inclusion in the next issue of the Sigma Zetan. Also stu­
dents wishing to publish their entire paper in the next issue of the Sigma Zetan should 
contact Editor Moffitt to detennine necessary requirements for that. 

The minutes of the 1993 meeting as published in the current issue of the Sigma 
Zetan were accepted as printed 
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'\;ational Convention 

Committee reports were then called for They were provided as follows 

Report of the Nominating Committee: Mike IVlcuCusker, chair 

The following are nominated for office: 

Recorder-Treasurer: Millard Niver (Alpha Gamma) 
Editor: Bob Moffitt (Alpha Gamma) 
Historian Kern Badger (Xi) 
President Elect: James Reyl1hout (Beta Iota) 
Past President Harold Wilkinson (Pi) 
President: Mike McCusker (Alpha Chi) 

The report was moved to be accepted, seconded and passed. 

Report of the Auditing Committee: Harold Wilkinson, chair 

The Audit Committee has completed reviewing the finances of Sigma Zeta for the 
period July I, 1992 to June 30, 1993 and found them to be accurate and complete. We 
commend Dr. Millard Niver for his excellent work. 

The report was moved to be accepted, seconded and passed 

Report of the Resolutions Committee: Dr. James Reynhout, chair 

I. Be it resolved that the Hillsdale Alpha Psi chapter be commended for their 
hard work, energy and fine organization of this year's meeting. 

2. That we wish to acknowledge the walln welcome by Dean Heckenlively -
Hillsdale's favorite "Birdologisf' 

3. We resolve to thank the Swiss AIlI1Y for once again donating the use of their 
famous knife for our opening ceremony, but that as a gavel, it doesn't quite cut it. 

4. Be it further resolved that the official Sigma Zeta gavel be invited, or better, 
subpoenaed to attend the next National ConventIon. 

5. That fonner editor, Ted Platt, once again be thanked for his efforts over the 
years in producing the SIgma Zetan. Also that he heretofore no longer be known as 
Professor Platt, but by the handle CB') Come On') 

6. Be it resolved that future roll calls not forget the Pi chapter and that in order 
to include them we multiply by "r" before closing the circle. 

7. Be it also resolved that the host chapter provide rollerblades to participants 
racing between meetings. 

8. That we would like to encourage the national Executive Committee to pur­
chase a couple of lapel mikes for future meetings. 
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9. Be it further resolved that a term limit of ONE YEAR be placed on the posi­
tion of Past President, and that Dr. Sheldon be given a year off 

10. That the Beta Iota chapter from Minnesota thanks the host chapter for laying 
out the white carpet on Friday so they could feel right at home. 

II. Be it defimtely resolved that all obnoxious chapkrs be separated into different 
vans for future field-trips and You Know Who You Are' 

12. That all treasures and mementos left behind by chapter members be donated 
to the village of Allen. 

13. That we wish to thank the people at Michigan State University Cyclotron for 
giving us such a delightful run-around, including the acceleration round-abouts for our 
vans on the way out 

14. That considering the productivity of the Cyclotron. that students no longer be 
discouraged from going around in circles while attempting to do their research 

IS. That the President be required to open the next natIOnal Convention by show­
ing his interpretation of the ostrich dance. 

16. Be it further resolved that the camel be designated as the official mascot of 
the '93- '94 Convention - provided his name Isn't Joe. 

17. That if future meetings cannot be held on a cmise ship, a tropical-climate­
dome be chosen as an alternative. 

18. That coleslaw-Jell-O salad be officially retired from future Sigma Zeta menus. 

19. That Dr. Samuel Townsend be thanked for his stimulating and thought pro­
vokmg "sermon", and that his wife HalTiet be thanked for keeping him m line and on 
time 

20. Be it further resolved that burlesque shows be made the ofllcial field-trip for 
paper presenters. 

21. That all colleges be encouraged to build hotels attached to their cOll\entlOn 
facilities. 

22. That all chapters be encouraged to send delegates to the '94-'95 National 
Convention in Campbellsville, Ky. 

23. That the members of the Resolutions Committee be commended for their ef-
forts. 

The report was moved to be accepted. seconded and passed. 
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Report of the Founder's Cup Committee: Gordon Weddle, chair 

The Committee is pleased to award the cup to Alpha Psi chapter of Hillsdale Col­
lege Congratulations 

Chapter ad,'isor Ted Platt and 
Jason Ahee 

Gordon Weddle awards Founder', Cup 
to chapter president Jason .\hee 

The AI pha Psi Chapter of 
Hillsdale College 

Dr Weddle of Alpha Beta announced to the group some details regarding the 
1995 meeting to be held at Campbellsville College 

Past President Sheldon passed the gavel (S\\1SS Ann)' knife substitute) to Presi­
dent Mike McCusker. 

The meeting was adjoumed 

I 
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Sigma Zeta 
Financial Report 

I-July-1993 to 30-June-1994 

CHAPTER MEMBERS JEWELRY and MISe. 

. .... 38 ................... $570.00 Epsilon .. 
Lambda ... 
Pi .. 

........ 15... . .... 225.00... .................. $112.50 
. ... 27 .................... ..405.00 .......................... 130.00 

Phi .. . ......... 35.00 
Sigma ... ................. 10 .................. 150.00 

.... 6 ....................... 90.00 
. ... 15. ... 225.00 
.... 25. . ... 37S.00 

Alpha Beta .. 
Alpha Gamma .. 
Alpha Kappa . 
Alpha Mu .. ......... ..3500 
Alpha Nu... . .............. 9 ..................... 135.00 
Alpha Xi .... 
Alpha Pi .. 
Alpha Rho ... 
Alpha Sih'lna . 
Alpha Upsilon .. 

. ..... 25 

. ..... 9. 
. ..... 13 
. ....... 5. 

..... 20 
Alpha Phi .... . ........... 21 . 
Alpha Psi.. . ...... 33 
Alpha Omega ................ 5 . 

.... 37500 

. .... 135.00 
175.00 

. ................. 75.00 .. 
....... 300.00 .. 

. .... 315.00 
........ .495 .00 .. 

. .... 75.00 
Beta Alpha .. . ... 12. . ................. 180 .00 

1000 
..40.00 

. ... 62.00 

Beta Epsilon ................ 12 .................... 180.00 ............................ 30.00 
Beta Eta ... . ............. 22 . . ........... 330.00 
Beta Theta ............. 24. ..360.00 
Beta Iota .. .. 24 ................... 360.00 ............................. 75.00 
Beta Lam bda .... . . ..49.73500 

Beta Mu. .......... 16. . ... 240.00 .. . ................ 50.00 

452 $678000 $544.50 

Total (Chapters) .. .$7324.50 
Interest (Checking) I-July-1993 to 30-June-1994 ... . ...... 169.51 

$749401 
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Financial Report 
I-July-1993 to 30-June-1994 

Chapters .. 
Interest.. . 

. ............... $7324.50 

.................. 169.51 
$749401 

DISBURSEMENTS 

SUMMARY 

Office .. 
Sih'l11a Zetan 
Chapter Trmcl 
Sec. of State (lL) 

.S241.36 
. ......... 1239.00 

. .... 2485.00 
.................. ..........500 

Martguild .......... 55.23 
Castle Island Press ................................ 220.31 
Custom Card Company .......................... 872.00 
Drawing Board ............................... 35.35 
Harold Wilkinson(Gift for Ted Platt) .... 105.61 

$5258.86 

On hand I-July-1993 
Inr.omc .. 

.............. $6784.43 
............. 7494.01 

S 14278.44 

Expenses. . .... -5258.86 
Balance 30-June-1994 ...................... $9019.58 

PETTY CASH 

Balance on hand I-July-1993 ................. S91.80 
Income (from sale ofJewclry) .. . .. 58.12 

Balance on hand 30-June-1994 ............ SI49.92 

DEVELOPMENT FUND 

Balance on hand I-July-1993 ........ $13,069.71 
Interest I-July-1992 to 30-June-1993 .... 627.39 

Balance on hand 30-June-1993 ... $13,697.10 
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Rules for Presentation 
of Student Papers 

The following recommendations conceming the presentation of student papers at 
natIOnal conventions of Sigma Zeta were passed by the Thli"tieth Annual Convention in 
Decatur, Illinois 

I The title and a brief description, signed by the author and a facultv member 
must be sent in when called for by the host chapter This IS likely to be at least :;0 days 
before the national meeting 

2. Each stmknt must present his, hcr own paper unless handicapped b\ illness 01 

disaster In sllch instances the paper will be read by title and the abstract Will be pub­
lished. If the paper is a Joint paper either author mav present the paper 

:; The paper should show SOlllC degree of origlllality and preferably should in­
volve experimentation, or it should be creatIve III nature or ll1volve a ne\\ approach 

4. The first abstract must be presented to the edItor at the natIonal meeting before 
the paper is presented. Such an abstract must be signed by the student and a t;1culty 
member 

* 5. Each person may present onlv one paper at a meetlllg. 

6. Publication of the abstract in the Sigma Zetan \\Ill depend on 

a. Length of abstract (250-300 words) 

b. Originality 

c. Cooperation with the editor 

7. A list of these recommendations should be sent to chapters both III the spring 
and in the fall along with the other materials which go to chapters. 

8. The permanent address of the author should be attached to the abstract. The 
editor WIll send a copy of the Sih'lna Zetan to each author 

9. Details such as grammar other aspects of \\Tlting, and selectIon of suitable pa­
pers are the responsibility of the local chapter Previous presentation before the local 
chapter is recommended. 

* 10. Papers should be limited to a maximum of20 minutes 

* Exceptions may be authorized by the host chapter 
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Rules for Publishing 
Student Papers 

Zero to three refereed student research papers wIiI be publIshed in each Issue of 
the Sigma Zetan 

I The paper must be presented by a student Sigma Zeta member at a National 
Convention of Sigma Zeta. 

2. The paper must be received by the National Editor within thIrty days after the 
paper \\as presented at the National Convention. 

3. Based upon the follo\\ing criteria, the National Editor wIiI relect the paper or 
send the paper out to :; to 5 faculty member referees 

a. Follows scientific method. 
b. Has sufflcent data and a clear result. 
c Is well written 

4. Papers not correctly submItted will not be accepted by the National Editor, see 
Paper Submission InstructIons. 

5 The referees \\Ill retum the paper to the National Editor before August 31. If 
the paper \\as approved by a maiority of referees, it will bc retumed to the author. The 
author wIiI revIse the paper based upon the referees' and the editor's comments. 

6. The revised papers arc to be retumed to the National Editor before October 31. 
The National Editor will make the final deciSIOn to publish or not to publish the paper. 

7. Papers not passing maJontv review will be retllmed to the authors along with 
the referee and Editor's comments. These papers will not be published. 

8. Because the Sigma Zetan is not a referenced Joumal, publishing in the Sigma 
Zetan does not dIsqualify the paper from publicatIOn in referenced Joumals 

9. Deadline dates as stated above must be met by the author, the referees, and by 
the National Editor. 

Referees (reviewers) 

I The National Editor will select referees from among the Sigma Zeta chapter 
advisors. The Sigma Zeta referee chosen by the National Editor is responsible for refe­
reeing the paper. This responsibilIty may be shared with or transferred to faculty 
colleague( s) of the referee. 

2. No paper will be refereed by a faculty member of the author's host college or 
university 

3. The names of paper referees will not be revealed to the paper author. How­
ever. the reviewed paper along with the referees' and the editor's comments will be sent 

to the paper author 
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Sigma Zeta 
Founder's Cup 

Competition 

Each chapter submitting an annual report to the convention for the purpose of 
competing for the Founder's Cup will be Judged on a scale of one to ten in areas one 
and two. The chapter with the highest total score will be the winner 

To be eligible for consideration for the Founder's Cup, a chapter must have ac­
tivities in both area one and two. 

Area One: Local Activitv 

I) Local meetings - number, quality, originality 
2) Local activities - sponsorship or assistance with science fairs, competitions, 

service to community, social activities promoting local chapter 
3) ReCOIo'llition from outside groups 
4) Utilizing outside resources such as speakers, field trips, etc. 
5) Innovative Ideas useable by other chapters 

Area Two National Activitv 

I) Attendance at National Convention 
2) Paper presentation at National Convention - quality and quantity 
:\) Cooperation with National Chapter - ans\\ering maiL sending in reports, etc. 
4) Recruitment of new chapters 
5) Promotion of inter-chapter activitIes 
6) Cooperation with other chapters 

Any chapter wishing to compete for the Founder's Cup must submit to the Foun­
der's Cup Committee at the Annual Meetmg, an evaluation of their activities organized 
in outline fonn and using the above criteria as outline headings. This document will be 
in addition to a chapter report for the Sigma Letan. 
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Events and Groups 

Alpha Beta 

Alpha Gamma 

Alpha Kappa 
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E\ ents and Groups 
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Beta 
Iota 

32 

General discllssion at 
the evening banquet 

Beta 
Lambda 

l 

Pi 

Millard Niver (I) National Recorder-Treasurer 
confers with Gordon Weddle 

33 

Events and Groups 

Making new friends and 
seeing old acquaintances 

Host advisor Ted Platt (I) 
Past President Harold Wilkinson (c) 

Joe Sheldon 
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E vents and Groups 

Cvclotron Field TrIp 

Says here the last bus leaves at 7 PM 
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National Council Meeting 

Watch my boss-s face when 
I cut these wires' 

I told you not to give 
the van keys to thc students. 

L 

Events and Groups 

You know you-re getting 
old when your toys are for sale' 

Superconductors 

Historian Kem Badger (I) and 
President Mike McCusker 
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I wish to thank the National Council for allowing the purchase of the computer 
system and software that was used in the creation of this issue of the Sigma Zetan. For 
you computer buffs, it is a 486DX2 66MHz and the desktop publishing package is Serif 
PagePlus 3.0. An HP ScanJet 3P b&w scanner was used to import the photographs. A 
special thanks to Millard Niver for his advice and support in organizing this undertak­
Ing. 

I would also like to thank Bill Stofer and others of Hillsdale College for their 
photographic contributions to this issue. 

The national conventions are an eXCiting time The research that is presented is 
always well done. You presenters did a super Job this year. I trust that outstanding ca­
reers await you alL And I hope that all attending came away inspired to apply them­
selves to their academic pursuits. If you have not attended a convention, or have not 
been to one recently, I encourage you to set aside the few days and join us next yearl 
See you then. 

Bob Moffitt, National Editor 
(e-mail moffitt((llmalone.maloneedu 
"Sigma Zeta" in the Subject Line) 

A special thanks to Ted Platt. 
Relax now and enjoy the conventions I 


