




















Beta Chapter
Annual Report

Area One: Local Activity

1) Local Mectings
The Beta chapter of Sigma Zeta will have held approximately 20 meetings by the week of the National

Meeting. First semester meetings were held on Wednesdays at noon and were conducted by the first
semester president, Mrs. Rebecca Bryson-Ritchey. Second semester meetings were held at noon on
Tuesdays and 3pm on Thursdays. Presiding at these meetings was the second semester president, Miss
Tina Porzukowiak. All meetings were held in small classrooms in McKendree’s science building, Voigt
Science Hall, in order to maintain a democratic yet candid atmosphere. Most meetings were not in
excess of an hour with much of the meeting time spent on discussing current and future activities and
little time spent on reviewing minutes. However, in order to ensure that all members were kept up on
the Beta Chapter activities, weekly e-mails containing a copy of the previous meeting’s minutes were
available. Most first semester meetings had an attendance of approximately 20-25 students and second
semester attendance was between 8 - 12 students.

2) Local Activities
This year the Beta Chapter will be assisting with a science fair in Carlyle, Illinois. Students from the
Beta Chapter will be judging the fair, which will consist of around 40 submissions by the students in
the Carlyle School District. The Beta Chapter has also spoken with the Pre-Medicine Club at
McKendree College and both organizations have agreed to work together in the following year to
increase efficiency in fund raising by throwing a dance having the Beta Chapter and the Pre-Medicine
club as the beneficiaries.

3) Recognition from Outside Groups
Again, the Beta Chapter is teaming up with the Pre-Medicine Club at McKendree and will be planning
adance to help both organizations fundraise. The McK endree College Student Government Association
also contributed to the Beta Chapter’s budget for students to attend the National Meeting.

4) Utilizing outside resources such as speakers, field trips, etc.

Every year the Beta Chapter hosts Earth Week at McKendree College. This year we were fortunate
enough to have retained the services of the World Bird Sanctuary. The Sanctuary attended last year’s
Earth Week and was received very well. To ensure the interest of this year’s Earth Week patrons, we
have again asked them to give a show, which consists of not only educational information but also
presents the students and guests with entertainment. We have also invited a speaker for Earth Week. The
guest speaker is from the Sierra Club, a local chapter that specializes in environmental awareness.
Finally, as we have done in the past, the Beta Chapter will also be hosting a plant sale during Earth
Week, which generates proceeds used to maintain and reconstruct the greenhouse as well as other items
that the science department might need. Outside of meetings and school functions, the Beta Chapter has
also decided to get together for an end-of-the year float trip or outdoor excursion of some kind.
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5) Innovative Ideas Usable By Other Chapters
This year’s theme for the Beta Chapter was basically to reconstruct and reinvent. With that in mind, the
chapter decided to make education and beautification top priority. First, the Beta Chapter began by
organizing 6 bulletin boards in the Voigt Science Academic Building at McKendree College. These six
boards are dedicated to jobs, intemships, graduate studies, and research opportunities in the natural
sciences, computer sciences, and mathematics fields. Allsix boards are maintained by student members
and are kept up to date as the college receives material pertaining to each board. Second, the Beta
Chapter has hired an art student from McKendree to paint backdrops in the two-sided animal case on
the first floor of Voigt Science. When the artwork is completed, doves will be put in the cases. On one
side of the case, a jungle scene has been selected and on the opposing side, a view of the front of the
college campus has been selected. Finally, Beta Chapter has made several attempts to reconstruct, clean,
and organize a failing greenhouse. Students from the society have given their time on weekends to help
re-build and replant. We are fortunate enough now that we are going to be able to have a variety of
domestic, ground covering, and ornamental plants to sell for our plant sale during Earth Week.

Area Two: National Activity

D Atte_ndance at National Convention
This year we have one student and one faculty member that will be attending the National Meeting in
Kentucky.

2) Paper and Presentation at National Convention
The Beta Chapter will have the student member attending the National Meeting present her academic
thesis project. A copy of this paper will soon be available on the McKendree Sigma Zeta website:
hitp://mcksigmazeta. homestead. com/McK htm}

3) Cooperation with National Chapter
The Beta Chapter has been in compliance with all necessary correspondence with the National
Chapter, including any change in officer election or faculty advisor. The Beta Chapter has contacted
the Executive Director, Dr. Harold Wilkinson, as was needed.

4) Recruitment of New Chapters
This year the Beta Chapter has made special effort to make activities and happenings of the chapter
and society more well known by constructing a website that is accessible to all that have Internet
access. On this website are such things as the history and constitution of the society, photos of the Beta
Chapter, information regarding past meetings, links to sites that may be of interest to Sigma Zetans, and
other information and interactive things pertaining to the society. By doing this, we hope to spark the
interest of colleges and other institutions that do not have a chapter to request charters.

5) Promotion of inter-chapter activities
With this website active, the Beta Chapter hopes to begin interacting with other Sigma Zetans on a
more personal and active level. We will have a made it easy and fun to contact the Beta Chapter,
hopefully setting up a Sigma Zeta chat room on the Beta Chapter site. With these tools in effect, other
chapters will be able to share their ideas with us as well as with other chapters.

6) Cooperation with other chapters
See #4 and #5.
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Rules for Presentatio

The following recommendations concerning the presentation of student papers at national conventions
of Sigma Zeta were passed by the thirtieth annual Convention in Decatur, Illinois.

1. The title and a brief description, signed by the author and a faculty member, must be sent in when
called for by the host chapter. This is likely to be at least 30 days before the national meeting.

2. Each student must present his/her own paper unless handicapped by illness or disaster. In such
instances the paper will be read by title and the abstract will be published. Ifthe paper is a join paper
either author may present the paper.

3. The paper should show some degree of originality and preferably should involve experimentation,
or it should be creative in nature or involve a new approach.

4. The first abstract must be presented to the editor at the ntaionl meeting before the paper is presented.
Such an abstract must be signed by the student and a facuity member.

*5. Each person may present only one paper at a meeting.

6. Publication of the abstract in the Sigma Zetan will depend on:
a. Length of abstract (250-300 words)
b. Originality
c. Cooperation with the editor

7. Alist of rhese recommendations should be sent to chapters both in the spring and in the fall along
with the other materials which to to chapters.

8. The permanent address of the author should be attached to the abstract. The editor will send a copy
of the Sigma Zetan to each author.

9. Details such as grammar, other aspects of writing, and selection of suitable papers are the
responsibility of the local chapter. Previous presentation before the local chapter is recommended.

*10. Papers should be limited to a maximum of 20 minutes.

* Exceptions may be authorized by the host chapter.
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Each chapter submitting an annual report to the convention for the purpose of competing for the Founder’s
Cup will be judged on a scale of one to ten in areas one and two. The chapter with the highest total score will
be the winner.

To be eligible for consideration for the Founder’s Cup, a chapter must have activities in both area one and
area two.

Area One: Local Activity

1) Local meetings - number, quality, originality.

2) Local activities - sponsorship or assistance with science fairs, competitions, service to community,
social activities promoting local chapter.

3) Recognition from outside groups.

4) Utilizing outside resources such as speakers, field trips, etc.

5) Innovative ideas useable by other chapters.

Area Two: National Activity

1) Attendance at National Convention.

2) Paper presentation at National Convention - quality and quantity.

3) Cooperation with National Chapter - answering mail, sending in reports, etc.
4) Recruitment of new chapters.

5) Promotion of inter-chapter activities.

6) Cooperation with other chapters.

Any chapter wishing to compete for the Founder’s Cup must submit to the Founder’s Cup Committee at

the Annual Meeting, an evaluation of their activities organized in outline form and using the above criteria as
outline headings. This document will be in addition to a chapter report for the Sigma Zetan.
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Photos of Events and Happenings

_. and H’#M?—“-‘?iégs :

Kayne Kirby (Otterbein College, Epsilon Chapter):
“Application of matrix theory in linear recurrence with constant coefficients”

Clay Hill Memorial Forest Wildflower specimen

Christa Whiteman, Gretchen Radke, and Sara Brown from
Messiah College (Beta Lambda) present their work in Belize.
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